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 Product stewardship program of the 
American Chemistry Council –
Plastics Division and Plastics Industry 
Association (PLASTICS)

 Goal is to:
 Help every plastic resin handling 

operation implement good housekeeping 
and containment practices

 Work towards achieving zero pellet, flake, 
and powder loss

 Improve relations with organizations that 
expect the industry to minimize 
environmental footprint.

WHAT IS OPERATION CLEAN SWEEP® (OCS)?
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How to join:
 OCS “program member”
 Take the pledge

 OCS Blue Certification
 Available in North America to indicate to 

shareholders, the public, and the government 
that a company is adhering to stricter guidelines 
on plastic handling in their operations and 
supply chain

 https://www.opcleansweep.org/

® Registered Trademark of the American Chemical Council

https://www.opcleansweep.org/


WHY JOIN OCS?
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Environmental impact

Legal and regulatory pressure

Reputation and competitive advantage

Streamlined operations
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Drive for 
continuous 

improvement 
to close gaps 

Complete 
facility 

cleaning

Raise 
employee 
awareness 
and train on 

OCS

Conduct a 
facility audit to 
identify gaps

Make the 
commitment 

to making 
zero pellet 

loss a priority!

OCS PROCESS

4



 Conduct a facility audit
 Create pellet loss gap 

assessment to identify 
fixes/actions needed

 Look for pellets! Focus on 
closing gaps and containing 
pellets

 Make upgrades to equipment if 
necessary

 Map storm water drainage to 
understand pellet loss 
potential

OCS PROCESS-FACILITY AUDIT
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Examples of Upgraded Equipment 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Purchase equipment to clean and maintenance good housekeeping. Vacuuming pellets is preferred to washing or sweeping – the goal is to clean up, not move to another area. Avoid washing areas and moving pellets closer to water discharge locations.

Vacuum vendors available:
Billy Goat
Ruwac
Guard Air
Vac-u-max
Milwaukee
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OCS PROCESS-RAISE EMPLOYEE AWARENESS

 Train employees on Operation Clean 
Sweep

 Ensure procedures to contain pellets or 
respond to pellet loss are in place

 Encourage improvement ideas from 
employees



 Proper containment is necessary to 
ensure pellets do not leave the 
facility
 Install screens on storm water/sewer 

drains
 Use covers and liners for scrap 

collection bins 
 Use collection pans in areas that leak 

pellets to contain

OCS PROCESS-HOUSEKEEPING INSPECTIONS AND CONTAINMENT

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Proper containment is necessary to ensure pellets do not leave the facility. Some examples include installing screens on storm water/sewer drains, covers and liners for scrap collection bins, collection pans in areas that leak pellets. 

Bottom caps on Railcars should be sealed AFTER unloading material to prevent pellets from leaking onto the railroad tracks. Audit your logistics areas to look for pellets and understand if bottom caps are secured prior to sending the railcar back.

Vendors:
PolyAmerica and Ravago are recycling companies that can assist in collecting and recycling recovered material. 




 What can YOU do?
 Take the pledge

 Implement proper 
housekeeping and 
containment practices to help 
achieve zero pellet, flake, and 
powder loss, for example:
 Properly empty and seal trucks and 

railcar caps
 Provide catch trays for use at 

unloading valves
 Install recovery systems to remove 

pellets before water discharge

WORKING TOGETHER TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE
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 What is Dow doing?
 Dow is a pledged “program 

member” in Operation Clean 
Sweep®

 Working to have all Dow plants 
OCS Blue certified in 2020

 Plan to report pellet spills in our 
annual sustainability report 
starting June 2020

 Committed to working with our 
manufacturing plants, logistics 
service providers, and 
customers to implement OCS 
across the value chain
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Dow is a proud supporter of 
Operation Clean Sweep®

Join us and take the pledge to change 
your company culture and keep plastic 
pellets in check.

https://www.opcleansweep.org/

TAKE THE PLEDGE
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1. Contain spills

2. Clean up swiftly and effectively

3. Recycle or dispose of properly

® Registered Trademark of the American Chemical Council
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https://www.opcleansweep.org/


NOTICE: No freedom from infringement of any patent owned by Dow or others is to be inferred. Because use conditions and applicable laws may differ from one location to another and 
may change with time, Customer is responsible for determining whether products and the information in this document are appropriate for Customer's use and for ensuring that 
Customer's workplace and disposal practices are in compliance with applicable laws and other government enactments. The product shown in this l iterature may not be available for sale 
and/or available in all geographies where Dow is represented. The claims made may not have been approved for use in all countries. Dow assumes no obligation or l iabil ity for the 
information in this document. References to "Dow" or the "Company" mean the Dow legal entity sell ing the products to Customer unless otherwise expressly noted. NO WARRANTIES 
ARE GIVEN; ALL IMPLIED WARRANTIES OF MERCHANTABILITY OR FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE ARE EXPRESSLY EXCLUDED.
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