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What is LIFE?
 The LIFE programme is the EU’s funding instrument for the environment and climate action.
 LIFE began in 1992 and to date there have been four complete phases of the programme
(LIFE I: 1992-1995, LIFE II: 1996-1999, LIFE III: 2000-2006 and LIFE+: 2007-2013).
 The budget for the LIFE programme for 2014-2020 is set at €3.4 billion in current prices.
 The European Commission (DG Environment and DG Climate Action) manages the LIFE
programme. The Commission has delegated the implementation of many components of the
LIFE programme to the Executive Agency for Small and Medium-sized Enterprises (EASME).
External selection, monitoring and communication teams provide assistance to the
Commission and EASME. The European Investment Bank (EIB) manages the two new financial
instruments: NCFF (Natural Capital Financing Facility) and PF4EE (Private Financing for
Energy Efficiency Instrument ).

LIFE 2014-2020: general objectives
 to contribute to the shift towards a resource-efficient, low-carbon and climate-resilient
economy, to the protection and improvement of the quality of the environment and to
halting and reversing biodiversity loss, including the support of the Natura 2000 network
and tackling the degradation of ecosystems;
 to improve the development, implementation and enforcement of Union environmental
and climate policy and legislation, and to act as a catalyst for, and promote, the integration
and mainstreaming of environmental and climate objectives into other Union policies and
public and private sector practice, including by increasing the public and private sector's
capacity;

 to support better environmental and climate governance at all levels, including better
involvement of civil society, NGOs and local actors;
 to support the implementation of the 7th Environment Action Programme.

LIFE 2014-2020: Sub-programmes and priority areas
Sub-programme for Environment

Sub-programme for Climate Action
Climate Change Mitigation

Environment and Resource Efficiency

Climate Change Adaptationi

Nature and Biodiversity

Climate Change Adaptation

Environmental Governance and Information

Each of the 3 priority areas has got:
• 3 Specific objectives (LIFE Reg., Articles 10, 11 e 12);
• Thematic priorities (LIFE Reg., Annex III);
• Project topics implementing the Thematic priorities
contained in the LIFE multiannual work programme
(MAWP) for 2014-2017

Each of the 3 priority areas has got:
•

4 Specific objectives (LIFE Reg., Articles 14, 15
e 16).

LIFE 2014-2020: Legal documents
• Regulation (UE) n. 1293/2013: specific objectives for each priority area
(Articles. 10, 11, 12, 14, 15, 16 ) - both Sub-programmes
• Annex III Allegato of the LIFE Regulation: thematic priorities for the Subprogramme for Environment and related priority areas
• LIFE multiannual work programme (MAWP) for 2014-17: a non-exhaustive list
of project topics implementing the thematic priorities set out in Annex III for
the Sub-programme for Environment; allocations of funds between priority
areas and between different types of funding; technical methodology for the
project selection procedure and selection and award criteria for grants;
outcomes, indicators and targets for each priority area and type of project
(MAWP for 2018-2020 currently under development)
• Calls for proposals for LIFE Actions Grants
• Guidelines for Applicants
• Model Grant Agreement (including Spec. and Gen. Conditions)
• Evaluation Guidelines

Application
packages

LIFE 2014-2020: Thematic priorities/EU policy priorities
Thematic priorities for the Sub-programme for Environment
Priority area “Environment and Resource Efficiency”
• Thematic priorities for Water, including the marine environment
• Thematic priorities for Waste
• Thematic priorities for Resource Efficiency, including soil and forests, and green and circular
economy
• Thematic priorities for Environment and Health, including chemicals and noise
• Thematic priorities for Air quality and emissions, including urban environment
Priority area “Nature and Biodiversity”
• Thematic priorities for Nature
• Thematic priorities for Biodiversity
Priority area “Environmental Governance and Information”
E.g: information, communication and awareness raising campaigns in line with the priorities of the 7th EAP.

EU policy priorities for the Sub-programme for Climate Action
Settore
prioritario “Ambiente
ed usoAction
efficiente
delle priorities
risorse” are not foreseen in the MAWP, but
For
the Sub-programme
for Climate
thematic
specific EU policy priorities listed in the “Guidelines for Applicants” are encouraged.

LIFE 2014-2020: an overview
Who may submit a proposal?

A proposal may be submitted by any legal person registered in the European Union.
Entities participating in the proposal may fall into three types of beneficiaries:
 public bodies,
 private commercial organisations and
 private non-commercial organisations (including NGOs).

The called “Sole traders” (i.e. entities owned and run by one individual and where
there is no legal distinction between the owner and the business) are considered
natural persons and are therefore not eligible to participate as beneficiary or
affiliate in the call for proposals.

LIFE 2014-2020: an overview
The “actors”

Once a proposal has been accepted for co-funding, the applicant will become the
coordinating beneficiary who is responsible for ensuring the implementation of the
project. The coordinating beneficiary receives the EU financial contribution from the
Contracting Authority and ensures its distribution as specified in the partnership
agreements established with the associated beneficiaries. The coordinating beneficiary
must be directly involved in the technical implementation of the project and in the
dissemination of the project results. The coordinating beneficiary must bear part of the
project costs and must thus contribute financially to the project budge
In addition to the coordinating beneficiary, a LIFE proposal may also involve one or more
associated beneficiaries and/or one or more project co-financiers.

LIFE 2014-2020: an overview
The “actors”

The associated beneficiary must always contribute technically to the proposal and
hence be responsible for the implementation of one or several project actions. An
associated beneficiary must also contribute financially to the project.
An associated beneficiary may be legally registered outside the European Union,
provided that the coordinating beneficiary is based in the EU.
A project co-financier only contributes to the project with financial resources, has no
technical responsibilities, and cannot benefit from the EU financial contribution
For specific tasks of a fixed duration, a proposal may foresee the use of sub-contractors.
Sub-contractors provide external services to the project beneficiaries who fully pay for
the services provided. Beneficiaries (including their affiliated entities) may not act as
subcontractors.

LIFE 2014-2020: an overview
Where can a LIFE project take place?

LIFE projects shall take place in the territory of the European Union Member States.
The LIFE Programme may also finance activities outside the EU and in overseas
countries and territories (OCTs), provided that the coordinating beneficiary is based in
the EU and strong evidence is provided that the activities to be carried out outside the
EU are necessary to achieve EU environmental objectives and to ensure the
effectiveness of interventions carried out in the Member State territories to which the
Treaties apply (e.g. actions aimed at the conservation of migratory birds in wintering
areas or actions implemented on a trans boundary river).

LIFE 2014-2020: an overview
Research activities and large infrastructure

Whereas EU funding for research activities is provided under Horizon 2020 – the
Framework Programme for Research and Innovation (2014–2020)6, limited research
aimed to improve and enhance the knowledge data underpinning the project may be
carried out within a LIFE project. Research must be strictly limited and intrinsically
related to the project's objectives.
Projects dedicated to the construction of large infrastructure do not fall within the
scope of the LIFE Programme and are therefore not eligible. A project is considered to
be dedicated to the construction of large infrastructure if the actual cost of a "single item
of infrastructure" exceeds € 500,000.

LIFE 2014-2020: an overview
Which type of Traditional project may be submitted to which priority area?

Sub-Programme

Priority Area

Environment

Environment and Resource Demonstration and pilot projects
Efficiency
Nature and Biodiversity
Best practice, demonstration, and pilot projects

Environment
Environment

Types of Traditional projects eligible

Climate Action

Environmental Governance and Information, awareness and dissemination
Information
projects
Climate Change Mitigation
Best practice, demonstration, and pilot projects

Climate Action

Climate Change Adaptation

Climate Action

Climate
Governance
Information

Best practice, demonstration, and pilot projects
and Information,
projects

awareness

and

dissemination

LIFE 2014-2020: an overview
Projects supported by way of action grants: «Traditional» projects
Pilot projects:
projects that apply a technique or method that has not been applied or tested before, or else
where, that offer potential environmental or climate advantages compared to current best
practice and that can subsequently be applied on a larger scale to similar situations.

Demonstration projects:
projects that put into practice, test, evaluate and disseminate actions, methodologies or
approaches that are new or unknown in the specific context of the project, such as the
geographical, ecological, socio-economic context, and that could be applied elsewhere in similar
circumstances.
Best practice projects:
projects that apply appropriate, cost-effective, state-of- the-art techniques, methods and
approaches taking into account the specific context of the project.

Information, awareness and dissemination projects:
projects aimed at supporting communication, dissemination of information and awareness
raising in the fields of the Sub-programmes for Environment and Climate Action.

LIFE 2014-2020: an overview
National allocations

National allocations:
 For the duration of the first MAWP (20142017), national allocations applicable only
to “Traditional projects” under the ENV sub-programme
 From the second MAWP (2018-2020), national allocations are phased out and
selection is only merit base
Selection for ”Traditional projects” under the CLIMATE Sub-programe only merit based
for the duration of the whole Programme (2014-2020)

LIFE 2014-2020: an overview
Projects supported by way of action grants: other project types

Integrated projects:

projects implementing on a large territorial scale, in particular, regional, multi-regional, national
or trans-national scale, environmental or climate plans or strategies required by specific Union
environmental or climate legislation, developed pursuant to other Union acts or developed by
Member States’ authorities, primarily in the areas of nature, including, inter alia, Natura 2000
network management, water, waste, air and climate change mitigation and adaptation, while
ensuring involvement of stakeholders and promoting the coordination with and mobilisation of
at least one other relevant Union, national or private funding source.

LIFE 2014-2020: an overview
Projects supported by way of action grants: other project types

Preparatory projects:
projects primarily identified by the Commission in cooperation with Member States to support
specific needs for the development and implementation of Union environmental or climate policy
and legislation.
Technical assistance projects:

projects providing, by way of action grants, financial support to help applicants prepare
integrated projects, and in particular to ensure that those projects comply with the timing,
technical and financial requirements of the LIFE Programme in coordination with other EU funds.
Capacity-building projects:
projects providing, by way of action grants, financial support to the activities required to build
the capacity of Member States, including LIFE national or regional contact points, with a view to
enabling Member States to participate more effectively in the LIFE Programme (N.A. for Italy)

LIFE 2014-2020: LIFE 2014-2020: an overview
Maximum co-financing rates for the projects supported by way of action grants

Traditional «Nature and Biodiversity» projects: 60% co-financing, but 75% for projects
tergeting priority habitat and species
Integrated projects, preparatory projects and technical assistance projects: 60% cofinancing
Capacity building projects: 100% co-financing
All other projects:

 60% co-financing during the first MAWP (2014-2017)
 55% co-financing during the second MAWP (2018-2020)

LIFE 2014-2020: an overview
Transnational projects

The LIFE Regulation indicates that, while selecting the projects to be co-funded, the Contracting
Authority shall have special regard to transnational projects, when transnational cooperation is
essential to guarantee environmental or nature protection.
Additional points will be given to a proposal if there is sufficient evidence for an added value of
the transnational approach. If such evidence can be provided, the proposal will be considered for
a higher scoring in the project selection process and will therefore have a higher chance of being
selected for co-funding.

LIFE 2014-2020: an overview
Other than grants for projects

EU operating grants to environmental and/or climate non-governmental organisations (NGOs):
operating grants support certain operational and administrative costs of non-profit making
entities which pursue an aim of general Union interest, are primarily active in the field of
environment or climate action and are involved in the development, implementation and
enforcement of Union policy and legislation
LIFE financial instruments:
 Natural Capital Financing Facility (NCFF): a new financial instrument which provides financing
opportunities in the form of loans or equity investments for revenue-generating or costsaving pilot projects promoting the preservation of natural capital, including climate change
adaptation projects.

 Private Finance for Energy Efficiency instruments (PF4EE): a new financial instrument which
provides loans for investments in energy efficiency projects prioritised by National Energy
Efficiency Action Plan

LIFE CALL 2017 FOR ACTION GRANTS
Opening: 28 April 2017
Area

Closing

Budget 17 (€ Mil.)

Budget 16 (€ Mil.)

~%

CLIMATE

07-Sep-17

€52.1

€ 47.4

+ 10%

ENV-RE

12-Sep-17

€ 83

€ 75.5

+ 10%

NAT

14-Sep-17

€ 101.9

€ 97.5

+ 5%

GIE

14-Sep-17

€ 16.9

€ 19

- 12%

IPCs 1st Ph.

26-Sep-17

-

-

-

IPCs 2nd Ph.

Mid-March

€ 30

€ 16

+ 47%

IPEs 1st Ph.

26-Sep-17

-

-

-

IPEs 2nd Ph.

Mid-March

€ 86

€ 80

+7%

TAs

07-Sep-17

€ 0.3

€ 0.16

+ 47%

PAs

20-Sep-17

€ 2.1

€ 1.9

+10%

LIFE CALL 2017 FOR ACTION GRANTS
Total budget
The total budget for project action grants in this year’s call is over €373 million.
Of this, over €290 million is foreseen for the Sub-programme for Environment
and over €82 million for the Sub-programme for Climate Action.
At least 55% of the budgetary resources allocated to projects supported by way
of action grants under the Sub-programme for Environment shall be dedicated
to projects supporting the conservation of nature and biodiversity.

LIFE CALL 2017 FOR ACTION GRANTS

“…The Commission shall consider the award of funding to
transnational projects even in cases where the indicative
national allocation balance of one or more Member States
participating in those transnational projects has been
exceeded….” Article 19(7)
If too few proposals of sufficient quality to pass are received
from Member States to use up their national allocations, the
remaining budget will be used to finance other passing
projects irrespective of their national allocation.

LIFE CALL 2017 FOR ACTION GRANTS

In this year’s call the Commission is particularly interested in
close-to-market projects, i.e. projects that propose a new
solution with clear environmental and/or climate benefits and
which have a level of technical and business readiness
allowing them to implement their solution in close-to-market
conditions.

LIFE CALL 2017 FOR ACTION GRANTS
Application packages
Applicants must use the LIFE 2017 application packages (in English only) for the
preparation of their proposals. Each application package contains full and
detailed explanations with regard to eligibility, procedures, co-financing rates
and all other relevant details.
For “Traditional” projects, applicants must use only the eProposal Web
application to create and submit proposal(s). Access is provided via this link:
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/eproposalWeb/
All other types of projects must use the application forms provided in the
corresponding application package.
Please note that the conditions laid down in each document in each application
package will be binding on the successful applicants, so please read them
carefully.

LIFE PREPARATORY PROJECTS FOR THE ESC CALL

Following the feedback received in response to the call launched on the 7th of
December 2016, the Commission has decided to publish a second call for
proposals to support the European Solidarity Corps (ESC).
LIFE Preparatory projects to support deployment of ESC (Sub-programme for
Environment) contribute to strengthening the Union’s capacity to provide
volunteering services for young people across the European Union.
They focuses mainly on conservation of Natura 2000 sites, environmental
protection, restoration of natural areas and ecosystems and on capacity
building on voluntary services among ongoing LIFE projects.

25 YEARS OF LIFE AND THE HABITATS DIRECTIVE
This year we are celebrating the 25th Anniversary of the LIFE Programme and of the Habitats
Directive, both approved on 21st May 1992. Since then they have successfully contributed to the
preservation of our unique European natural heritage.
To mark the 25th Anniversary of the LIFE Programme and of the Habitats Directive, all LIFE project
are invited to organise an open day in May 2017 or first half of June 2017 to communicate to
stakeholders, local community and media about their work and to raise awareness of the
considerable achievements of the EU nature legislation and the LIFE Programme in protecting our
nature.
EC has created a dedicated website to mark the 25th Anniversary: www.life-25.eu.
The Italian Ministry of Environment has created a dedicated webpage on its website to mark the
25th Anniversary in Italy: http://www.minambiente.it/pagina/celebrazione-dei-25-anni-life

LIFE AT 25: KEY INFORMATION
 LIFE has funded some 4.500 projects in total across the Europe, of which
over 1.000 are ongoing (€8.7 billion invested in the environment, nature and
climate action; creating 74.500 jobs).
 Italy overview (projects funded):
Since the launch of the LIFE programme in 1992, a total of 792 projects have
been cofinanced in Italy. Of these, 477 focused on environmental innovation,
280 on nature conservation and biodiversity, 17 on information and
communication. Under the new LIFE programme (2014-2020), 1 integrated
project, 8 Climate Change Adaptation projects, 7 Climate Change Mitigation
projects, 2 Climate Governance and Information project have been co-financed
in Italy by the EU.

The Italian LIFE NCP’s activities
Activities in support of the applicants
Support on technical and administrative issues
for the preparation of proposals
Answering inquiries from applicants by
thelephone and by e-mail (Telephone and E-mail
Helpdesk)
Bilateral meetings with the applicants aimed at
improving the project proposals technically
and/or from a formal point of view
 Partner
Researching
Form:
http://www.minambiente.it/pagina/ricercapartner

The Italian LIFE NCP’s activities

Organization of events
 National LIFE Info Days, attended by representatives
of EC, EASME, NEEMO EEIG - Timesis (the external
monitoring team of the EC) and some Italian LIFE
beneficiaries who illustrate the experiences of their
projects. During the LIFE Info Days, the features and
priorities of the two LIFE sub-programmes are
illustrated. Wide publicity is also given to the
preparatory projects and the innovative financial
instruments.
 Workshops/Platform meetings (for example:
Workshop “Best practices for managing water
resources and protecting the marine environment:
the contribution of the LIFE projects”, organized
within the event “Aquae Venezia” 2015”, the
international exhibition dedicated to water, a Side
event of Expo Milano 2015 – Venice, 20th October
2015; “LIFE platform meeting on ceramic and brick
manufacturing” – 11th April 2017, Sassuolo).

The LIFE Corner at “Aquae Venezia 2015”

The Italian LIFE NCP’s activities

Organization of events
 Writing Workshops, organized in collaboration
with EASME and Neemo EEIG - Timesis: seminars
for applicants who have already started to
prepare a proposal using the ECAS system; these
seminars represent an opportunity to deepen the
most common mistakes made in the drafting of
project proposals, in order to improve the quality
of the proposals.
Next Writing Workshop:
26th June 2017, Sapienza University of Rome

Writing Workshop 2016
La Sapienza University, Rome (22 th June 2016)

The Italian LIFE NCP’s activities
Participating in events
Participation in:
Fairs or similar events (for example: Ecomondo;
Forum Compraverde);
Workshops/Conferences/Seminars organized
by the Italian LIFE beneficiaries in order to
present the objectives and the activities of their
projects;
LIFE projects’ Final Conferences, organized by
the Italian beneficiaries in order to disseminate
the results of their projects;
Events organized by stakeholders (trade
associations, chambers of commerce, regional and
local authorities, universities) to learn about the
features of LIFE Programme and the modalities for
participation in it.

The Italian LIFE NCP’s activities
Partecipating in projects monitoring visits
The Italian LIFE NCP takes part in the projects’
monitoring visits carried out by NEEMO EEIG Timesis, in order:
 to know the projects’ actions and the results
achieved;
 to promote the dissemination of projects’
results through the Ministry’s website (“Project of
the month”) and social networks such as Twitter
and Instagram.

The Italian LIFE NCP’s activities
Communication and dissemination activities
A significant part of the Italian LIFE NCP’s activities is
dedicated to the beneficiaries, in order to communicate the
objectives and the actions of their projects and to reinforce
the dissemination of the technical information about these
projects (including the results).
These communication and dissemination initiatives are also
aimed at facilitating the exchange of best practices
developed by LIFE projects among the various Italian
beneficiaries and between these beneficiaries and the
stakeholders.

The Italian LIFE NCP’s activities
Communication and dissemination activities
The website

The website of the Ministry is the
main tool for communication and
dissemination activities.
Since 2007 the Italian LIFE NCP
earmarked a wider space within the
portal of the Ministry to promote
both the LIFE programme and the
Italian LIFE projects.

http://www.minambiente.it/pagina/life-2014-2020

The Italian LIFE NCP’s activities
Communication and dissemination activities

Info – website

http://www.minambiente.it/pagina/programma-life-2007-2013

The Italian LIFE NCP’s activities
Communication and dissemination activities

Info – website

http://www.minambiente.it/pagina/programma-lambiente-e-lazione-il-clima-life-2014-2020

The Italian LIFE NCP’s activities
Communication and dissemination activities
Project of the month
Every month in the website section “Project of the month”
we propose the deepening of a different project.
This section - enhanced by photos, figures and hyperlinks to
documents or other outputs - offers the opportunity to
present the environmental or climate problem which
represents the starting point of the project, the project’s
features and actions, the context in which the activities are
carried out, the environmental or climate solution found.
The goal of this communication initiative is to promote the
dissemination of best practices, technologies and
methodologies developed by the projects and to encourage
their replication.
The contents of this section are set on the basis of the
contributions we receive by beneficiaries whose projects
have been subjected to a monitoring visit.

The Italian LIFE NCP’s activities
Communication and dissemination activities
Publications of monographies on LIFE projects
Produced 3 monographies:
“The success of LIFE Environment Programme in
Italy: examples of innovative solutions replicated at
national level” (2010);

“The LIFE+ Programme and the National Rural
Network. An opportunity for discussing and studying
the environmental priorities of rural development
policies through LIFE+ projects” (2012);
“The experiences of LIFE+ Environment projects Best practices in the territories of Italian regions
eligible for funding from the Structural Funds under
the convergence objective” (2014).

The Italian LIFE NCP’s activities
Activities for the complementarity
The Italian LIFE NCP – operating within the Office (of the Ministry of the
Environment, Land and Sea) in charge of “Cohesion Policy and Community financial
instruments” – carried out and still carries out, during the 2014-2020 programming
period, some important activities aimed at ensuring the complementarity between
the LIFE programme on one hand, and the European Structural and Investment
Funds (ESI Funds) and other EU financial instruments linked to environmental and
climate objectives (in particular Horizon 2020) on the other hand.

The Italian LIFE NCP’s activities
Activities for the complementarity

The role of the “The Knowledge Platform”
“The Knowledge Platform” - Best practices for
the Environment and Climate Action”, designed
by the Italian LIFE NCP, is the main tool to
implement the foreseen
activities for
complementarity (not just regarding to LIFE
projects).

http://www.pdc.minambiente.it/

The Knowledge Platform: best practices for Environment and
Climate Action
The Platform is an environmental and climate best practice on-line sharing tool.

Its objective is to promote the replication and transfer of best practice developed under
projects co-financed in Italy by EU programmes such as LIFE.
The website has been designed to stimulate networking among those who have
developed the best practices and all those who are planning to invest in environmental
and climate actions.

8 Thematic
Areas:

Waste

Nature and
Biodiversity

Water

Soil

Energy

Urban
environment

Resources
efficiency

Climate

The Italian LIFE NCP Office
References and contacts
Ministry of the Environment, Land and Sea - Administration in charge of the Italian LIFE NCP
Directorate for Sustainable Development, Environmental Damage, European Union and International
Affairs/Division II - Cohesion Policy and Community financial instruments
- Ms. Stefania Betti
Italian LIFE NCP for Environment and Climate Action

- Ms. Simonetta Pulicati
- Mr. Federico Benvenuti
Phone: 06/57228252 – 06/57228274 – 06/57228150
E-mail: lifeplus@minambiente.it
Web site: www.minambiente.it/pagina/life-2014-2020
Social network:
Twitter@LIFEprogrammeIT
Instagram: ncp_life_it

Form 830-045-0717

